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Thus for example we find the Tolstoyan in our
midst., and the Military Service tribunals discovered
quite a large number of conscientious objectors
whose tenets were not those of orthodox Christianity.
There are also movements which christen themselves
" Christian Science " and " The Higher Thought,"
and which flourish exceedingly on both sides of the
Atlantic. It is, however, significant that they lay
more stress upon this life than upon any future life.
They are connected with definite schemes of phil-
anthropy, and where they are concerned with
healing are run on a highly profitable basis as so
often happens in the United States. Whether such
a community as the Oneida community comes under
this classification or not, it is significant that it
began on a basis of pure community both as regards
women and property, and has ended as one of the
largest chain-making concerns in the United States.

(&) Those who would to-day pursue the in-
tellectual and contemplative life are those who feel
that the immense intellectual curiosity of our time
makes life in itself worth living. Some indeed
would reject the word " curiosity " and would say
that they were " searching for truth." As Renan
has, a little pontifical!y, put it :

"La raison triomphe de la mort, et travailler
pour elle, c'est travailler pour I'eternite."

This kind of scientific research has very largely
ousted not merely the Beatific Vision of medieval
Christians but also the Platonic visions which
were elaborated by Plotinus and which largely in-
fluenced even the CambridgeTlatonists of the seven-
teenth century .^It seems probable that intellectual